
“Unless someone like you cares a  whole awful lot, nothing is going to get better. It’s not.”

With deepest apprec ia t ion 
throughout April and the entire 
year. Thank you for being an 
integral part of Bread & Broth.

A NOTE FROM OUR DIRECTOR…  
April is National Volunteer Month. It is the time to honor and express appreciation to those who embrace the spirit of 
giving back and making a positive impact in their community. Many consider volunteering the backbone of the 
American community and the month is meant to highlight the importance of volunteer service.
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Your value as a B&B volunteer is evident in the smiles on the faces of our dinner guests, the excitement of the children 
when they receive their weekly bags of much needed food, and the expressions of gratitude expressed in notes 
received from donors.     As the very wise Dr. Seuss once said, 

LET’S CONNECT Visit our website  breadandbroth.org 

Follow us on facebook.com/breadandbroth@breadandbrothtahoe

Bread & Broth is b lessed wi th               
240 active volunteers whose incredible 
kindness and generosity powers the 
many food outreach services we provide. 
Volunteering is rewarding, but as a 
Bread & Broth volunteer, I hope you 
realize how much you are appreciated 
by the organization’s leadership team.

Without vo lun teers l i ke you ,               
Bread & Broth could not provide 
excellent, full-course meals, distribute 
giveaway bags filled with nutritious food 
to our vulnerable neighbors, or give 
healthy, kid-friendly food to food-insecure 
children. You are what keeps our 
organization thriving. 

Carol Gerard,  
Bread & Broth Director

http://breadandbroth.org


                                    
Bread & Broth initiated the ‘Bread & Broth Volunteer of the Year’ award in 2023 with the encouragement and support of 
the ‘Pay It Forward Project’ which promotes volunteerism as a way of helping others. This year, Rick Chilcott, 
volunteer extraordinaire, was awarded the Bread & Broth 2024 “Volunteer of the Year” award at the January B&B 
Advisory Board meeting.

Rick was presented with a plaque honoring his service to the organization and his generous support in feeding those 
in need. On behalf of the “Pay It Forward Project’, John McDougall thanked Rick for his community volunteerism by 
treating him to a dinner at the Chart House. “The ‘Pay It Forward’ Project appreciates what Rick has done as well as 
for all of the many volunteers that have put in countless hours assisting in this great community program,” said John. 
“We encourage everyone to get out and make a positive difference in our community by volunteering. Choose your 
passion and go do it!”

Rick has been a Bread & Broth volunteer since 2018. Rick volunteers as the dishwasher for three of the monthly 
Monday Meals, serves on the twice weekly Food Coordination/Pickup team, and is the Second Serving (Friday meal) 
dishwasher for Team #4. In addition to his scheduled commitments to the organization, Rick generously gives of his 
time to help with ‘special’ organization needs. According to Roberta Strachan, B&B’s Food Coordinator Chairperson, 
“Rick will come in extra days to help with food deliveries, special store pickups, or simple kitchen repairs. He sets up 
the tables and chairs every Monday for the evening’s meal service and goes above and beyond by delivering extra 
food to the facilities operated by the Tahoe Coalition for the Homeless. “ 

Rick began volunteering with B&B when he retired from his job as a Mechanical Engineer in the Bay Area and moved 
to South Lake Tahoe. “Being a dishwasher at B&B is the best job I ever have had,” shared Rick. “I really mean 
that. Everyone drops off their dinner tray as they are leaving and they always say, ‘thank you’ or ‘gracias’ and 
they mean it!”

Rick does all this with a beautiful, big smile! As Susan Baker, B&B’s Second Serving Chairperson, shares “His cheerful 
attitude makes him so enjoyable to volunteer with. Not once has Rick ever said ‘no’ to any request, any task that I’ve 
asked him to do. He’s an incredible volunteer.”

Rick truly epitomizes the perfect example of an involved and active volunteer. Bread & Broth and especially the Lake 
Tahoe South Shore community is fortunate to be the lucky recipient of Rick’s compassion, energy, and service to those 
in need.

MEET RICK CHILCOTT VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR

John McDougall, “Pay It Forward” Project, Rick Chilcott “Volunteer of the Year”,  Carol Gerard, Bread & Broth Director 



CONNECTION & COMPASSION  
PARASOL FOUNDATION LINKS DONOR TO 

BREAD & BROTH’S ESSENTIAL MISSION

KINDNESS FEEDS TAHOE

Parasol Tahoe Community Foundation is dedicated to cultivating community philanthropy. Parasol connects donors to 
causes that matter most to them, helping nonprofit organizations achieve their charitable goals, positively impacting the 
quality of life and elevating kindness in Tahoe. 
For more information about Parasol Tahoe Community Foundation, visit www.parasol.org 

Parasol Tahoe Communi ty Foundat ion, a 
philanthropic organization dedicated to strengthening 
Tahoe communities, has proudly supported Bread & 
Broth for the past 10 years. In 2024, the Community 
Foundation was able to introduce the mission of 
Bread & Broth to a donor who is passionate about 
invest ing their phi lanthropy in community 
development and growth. “Through our longstanding 
partnership, the Community Foundation has seen the 
significant impact of Bread & Broth,” says Mackenzie 
Sweigert, Director of Donor Services at the 
Community Foundation. “As boots on the ground, we 
understand the growing needs of the region, and our 
relationship with our nonprofit community provides 
insight to their specific needs, so when the 
opportunity came to us, we coordinated meetings for 
the donor to better understand the great work being 
done and the growth potential for Bread & Broth.” 
At the meetings, Bread & Broth presented their vision 
statement, historical statistics, and their anticipated 
needs to ensure not only the continuation of their 
current programs, but also their vision for future 
investments in increasing the quality and quantity of 
food provided and the potential increase of clients 
served. The Community Foundation then facilitated 
the creation of a sustainable multi-year donation plan 
to address Bread & Broth’s vision and future needs. 
“Bread & Broth is extremely grateful to the Parasol 
Tahoe Community Foundation for creating the 
opportunity for the organization to connect with 
donors who feel passionately about our community 
and who are so generously willing to provide the 
funding needed to help meet the needs of those 
struggling in our very economically challenging 
times.” shared Carol Gerard, Director of Bread & 
Broth.

Based on the projected funding plans developed, the 
Community Foundation donor made a multi-year 
investment in Bread & Broth which will allow the 
organization to increase its expenditures on current 
food program funding, invest in infrastructure 
improvements, and continue to expand the number of 
people served. With the funding provided, this plan can 
provide both sustainability and flexibility to endure the 
ever-increasing food costs without sacrificing the 
mission of feeding people who are hungry today. 
According to Roberta Strachan, Bread & Broth’s Food 
Coordinator/Chairperson, “the extremely generous 
donation to Bread & Broth will be ‘a game changer’ for 
the organization by ensuring that Bread & Broth will 
continue our efforts to provide quality, nutritious food to 
those in need.” 
Bread & Broth is extremely grateful to the donor (who 
wishes to remain anonymous) and the Parasol Tahoe 
Community Foundation for their generosity, their 
compassion for supporting the food insecure, and for 
the trust they have put in Bread & Broth to continue 
serving the community and the food insecure. 



TAHOE CHAMBER CRAB FEED 
SUPPORTS BREAD & BROTH

AZUL LATIN KITCHEN RAISES $13,000 FOR BREAD & BROTH

The Tahoe Chamber held their annual 
“Connect for a Cause” fundraiser on 
February 20th at Bruschetta. This 
year the Chamber hosted a crab feed 
with unlimited dungeness crab, pasta, 
salad, and desserts. A raffle was held 
throughout the evening.

Azul Latin Kitchen, located in the Heavenly 
Village, recently awarded a check for 
$13,000 to Bread & Broth. The donation was 
largely in part from a $1 donation by Azul for 
every Queso Fundido appetizer sold 
(fundido appetizer contributions put the 
“FUN” in fundraising!), as well the annual 
fundraiser held at the end of November. 
Azul Latin Kitchen is proud to support 
our community through frequent 
fundraising events, said Ray Villaman, 
owner and CEO of Azul and Base Camp 
Pizza Co. “This year’s success is due to the 
collective effort of Azul’s management, 
employees, Bread & Broth volunteers, and 
our partner companies. We are always 
pleased to support Bread & Broth with this 
contribution.” 

General Manager Kristin Beebe commented, “Azul was so honored to partner with our local non-profit Bread & Broth for the 
past year. The work they do to ease hunger in our community is so inspiring and important. From their Monday night dinners to 
their Friday night soup meals, not to mention all they donate to kids in the local schools. Some of our employees had the 
opportunity to volunteer serving meals on Monday nights and were able to see how much they help our community. We are so 
excited to contribute to this foundation and help make a difference.” 
““Bread & Broth is truly honored to have been selected as Azul's 2024 partner for their annual drive to collect funds for a local 
South Lake Tahoe non-profit. Over the years, Azul has been very generous to our organization through donations of raffle items, 
participating as Adopt-A-Day sponsors, and offering support as needed to help us meet our mission of easing hunger in our 
community. The funds raised by Azul during the past year will go to the very special cause of helping feed the hungry children in 
our community through Bread & Broth's B&B 4 Kids Program. Thank you to Azul and their team members for their community 
spirit and efforts to help non-profits like Bread & Broth. Our partnership with Azul and their very generous donation to our 
Kids' program will have a tremendous impact on the children we serve in the year to come, said Carol Gerard, Director of 
Bread & Broth. 

The fundraiser benefitted four different non-profits: Christmas Cheer, Whittell High School Booster Club, LakeTahoe Unified School 
District and Bread & Broth. Bread & Broth received approximately $1,200 from the event, which will be used to support the 
B&B 4 Kids purchases of weekend food for children in the community. The Tahoe Chamber has supported Bread & Broth 
throughout the years with their annual fundraisers. B&B is so appreciative of the support and continued partnership with the 
Chamber in serving the food insecure of our community..

Left to right: Carol Gerard, Ashley Anderson, Cheryl Breitwieser, Yesenia Diaz, Kristin Beebe, Christy Slocum, Ricardo Cuevas, Juan Cobain, Danny Scott, Jeffrey McWilliams. 

Bread & Broth Advisory Board members Carol Gerard, Georgette Hartley, and Christy Slocum



Kerry was born and raised in Nevada, including living in Lake 
Tahoe, Reno, and Las Vegas. She spent every summer at her 
grandparent’s rustic summer cabin in Kings Beach and, 
although she lived most of her adult life in Southern California, 
she always knew she would return to Lake Tahoe. Kerry 
attended Cal State University, Dominguez Hills where she 
received her B.A. in psychology. She received her Masters 
Degree in Counseling Psychology from Loyola Marymount 
University which lead to her career as a Licensed Marriage & 
Family therapist specializing in adolescents and their families. 
Kerry’s clinical experience includes school based counseling, 
community mental health, and corporate consultation. She has 
worked in K-12 schools providing crisis intervention, brief 
individual therapy, social skills training, group therapy, and 
parent education. Additionally, she has worked as an individual 
& family therapist at a community counseling center, an onsite 
therapist and Drug-Free Workplace Program manager for a 
major aerospace corporation, and a clinical supervisor for a 
high-school district’s Crisis Intervention Program.

After raising their four children in Manhattan Beach, she and her husband were able to realize their dream and retire to 
Zephyr Cove in 2017. They both enjoy the many activities that are available in Tahoe especially skiing, hiking, kayaking, 
and also spending time with their six grandsons.
Kerry’s involvement with Bread & Broth began in 2021 when she volunteered during the COVID shutdown for the 
grocery distribution at Grace Hall. When they returned to their normal community dinner schedule, she volunteered to 
help at Second Serving at the Presbyterian Community Church. In 2024, she took a position as a Team Lead 
Coordinator. In addition Kerry also serves on the non-profit Tahoe Alliance for Safe Kids (TASK) board.

S AV E  T H E  D AT E  
Grace Hall Kitchen Deep Cleaning  
Tuesday, April 22, 9:00am - Noon 

Help keep our kitchen clean! 
This necessary task keeps us in 

compliance with the health and safety 
standards established by the  

Health Department. 
Interested in volunteering?  
Contact Janet Blumberg: 

blumbergsinbox@gmail.com

WELCOME, KERRY!
ELECTED AS BREAD & BROTH’S NEW VOLUNTEER CHAIRPERSON, KERRY IRELAND IS RESPONSIBLE FOR 

COORDINATING ALL VOLUNTEER APPLICATIONS, POSITIONS ASSIGNMENTS, AND ROSTERS 


